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QCEW   

QCEW is the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics’ 
Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages 
Also known as ES-202 Program 
Tabulation of employment and wages of 
establishments which report to the 
Unemployment Insurance (UI) programs 
Confidential data – all confidential data are 
suppressed 



Geographic Information Systems 
an organized collection of computer 
hardware, software, geographic data, and 
personnel designed to efficiently capture, 
store, update, manipulate, analyze, and 
display all forms of geographically 
referenced information 
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Basemap- Streets, Rivers, 
Elevation, … 

Regions, Districts, ZIP Codes, . . . 

Offices, Employers, Customers, . . . 
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California Large Wildfire History 
 
Source: California Dept of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE) 
 
YEAR  Total Acreage Max Fire Large Fire Count 
  Burned  Acreage  (Over 300 acres) 
2015 (to Aug 4)    134,000   65,000  -- 
2014     545,389 133,284  230 
2013     539,470 255,858  298 
2012  1,012,003 315,577  351 
2011     220,592   25,398  317 
2010     102,132   16,442  209 
2009     535,935 160,371  254 
2008  1,306,169 162,818  438 
2007     995,097 240,207  349 
2006     751,672 162,702  314 
2005     251,827   63,436  306 
2004     265,027   39,138  277 
2003     998,634 280,278  341 
2002     970,179 499,945  244 
2001     179,537   34,319  209 
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GIS layers of Fire Perimeters are created in multiple ways: 
 
• By a field observer tracking the fire on a USGS 7.5 Topo map, by observing 

the fire from a distance. 
• By a field observer with a GPS unit walking the fire perimeter (already 

burned portion of the line) 
• By a GPS line of the fire perimeter collected by either a GIS person or a 

field observer as flown by a helicopter 
• By a fixed wing remote infrared (IR) remote sensing data, downloaded to a 

IR interpreter and provided as GIS data to the incident. (NIROPS) 
  
Usually it is a combination of some or all of the above. 
 
It usually takes 48-72 hours for the incident to free up a helicopter to be able to 
get a GPS line this way. 
   
Depending on the size of the fire, cloud cover, etc, the NIROPS data is the 
most commonly used way to get perimeter information on large incidents 
http://nirops.fs.fed.us/pages/about 
 

http://nirops.fs.fed.us/pages/about
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LA County Station Fire 2009 17 



ZIP Codes intersecting the Station Fire 18 



Location of Employers 19 
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Fire perimeter with ½ mile buffer 21 



Employers within Fire perimeter and ½ mile buffer 22 



Employers Employment 

Within ZIP 
Codes 
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Within Fire 
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30 http://www.geomac.gov/  

http://www.geomac.gov/
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http://calema.maps.arcgis.com/apps/OneP
ane/basicviewer/index.html?appid=8f41862
9727943d4b284cafdb823cdd0 

Interactive Fire Map: 

http://calema.maps.arcgis.com/apps/OnePane/basicviewer/index.html?appid=8f418629727943d4b284cafdb823cdd0
http://calema.maps.arcgis.com/apps/OnePane/basicviewer/index.html?appid=8f418629727943d4b284cafdb823cdd0
http://calema.maps.arcgis.com/apps/OnePane/basicviewer/index.html?appid=8f418629727943d4b284cafdb823cdd0


Unmanned Aerial Systems- 
(UAS) aka Drones 

Drones forced firefighters to 
ground aircraft while fighting 
California wildfire 
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Unmanned Aerial Systems 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

  
 

USFS Tips for hobby & recreational use:: 
 
http://www.fs.fed.us/science-
technology/fire/unmanned-aircraft-
systems/responsible-use   
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Making a request for data or maps: 
Contact a member of the GIS Team (either directly, 
or through a LMID Labor Market Consultant, or use 
the “Ask EDD” form on our website) 

 
Try to contact us 3 weeks in advance: 

Discuss data needed for request (we may not have required 
data) 
Narrow down the request to what is needed 
Determine the fee for the request 
Turnaround time depends on complexity of request and 
current workload 
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