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 I. County-to-County Commute Maps 
 

 II. Statewide County Commute Maps 









Old Maps 
 Black & White / Grayscale 
 Data source:                  

2000 Census – Long Form 
(social and economic data) 

New Maps 
 Color 
 Data source:           

American Community Survey 
special data release 
◦ Commuting data is not a 

standard ACS product 
◦ 2006-2010 data 
◦ Released in 2013 



 Download California county commuting data 
from the CA Dept. of Finance ACS webpage 
 

 http://www.dof.ca.gov/research/demographi
c/state_census_data_center/american_comm
unity_survey/#Commute  

http://www.dof.ca.gov/research/demographic/state_census_data_center/american_community_survey/#Commute
http://www.dof.ca.gov/research/demographic/state_census_data_center/american_community_survey/#Commute
http://www.dof.ca.gov/research/demographic/state_census_data_center/american_community_survey/#Commute


From CA Department of Finance, Demographic 
Research Unit: 

 
 Since these estimates are based on survey 

responses, they are subject to error. 
 
 The Margin of Error (MOE) is a value that is 

added or subtracted from the estimate to 
define a 90% Confidence Interval. Meaning 
there is a 90% chance that the actual value is 
between these two values. 



County Estimate – commuting 
to Alameda 

Margin of Error 

Amador 198 +/- 121 
Butte 223 +/- 122 
Calaveras 484 +/- 180 
Contra Costa 92,797 +/- 2,340 
Del Norte 27 +/- 44 
El Dorado 492 +/- 184 
Fresno 330 +/- 135 
Glenn 15 +/- 24 
Humboldt 2 +/- 3 
Kern 123 +/- 77 
Lake 57 +/- 47 
Los Angeles 1,355 +/- 357 



From the CA Dept. of Finance, Demographic Research Unit: 
 

 Since the MOE measures the error in an estimate, we use it to determine if an 
estimate has too much error to be reliable. 
 

 Calculate the MOE as a percent of the estimate – we call this the “relative MOE” 
 

 There is not a standard for the ranges of an acceptable “relative MOE.” Ultimately it 
is up to the users to decide if the estimates are suitable to their needs. 
 

 Our recommendation is below 33% is “good,” 33% to 49% is “use with caution,” and 
50% or more is “unreliable” 

County Estimate MOE Relative MOE 
Amador        198 +/-    121 61% 
Butte        223 +/-    122 55% 
Calaveras        480 +/-    180 37% 
Contra Costa   92,797 +/- 2,340 3% 
Sacramento     2,801 +/-    364 13% 
Santa Clara   38,339 +/- 1,513 4% 
Sutter          84 +/-    100 119% 



 
 Estimates for adjacent counties are more 

reliable 
 

 Estimates for further counties are less reliable 















 
 Use maps to get the general pattern of county 

to county commuting 
 

 Be cautious of estimates further from the 
focus county. These tend to be less reliable. 











 http://www.labormarketinfo.edd.ca.gov/ 
◦ Online Services  GIS Services and Maps 
 Special Interest Maps 
 County-to-County Commute Patterns 

 
 http://www.labormarketinfo.edd.ca.gov/ 
◦ LMI by Subject 
 Populations and Census 
 County-to-County Commute Patterns 

http://www.labormarketinfo.edd.ca.gov/
http://www.labormarketinfo.edd.ca.gov/
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