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Scope of The OES Program

The OES Program is the only comprehensive 
source of regularly produced occupational 
employment and wage rate information for the 
U.S. economy.

Administers the Occupational Employment 
Reports, which are considered the second most 
comprehensive survey administered by the U.S. 
Federal Government (the most comprehensive 
being the decennial Census).



Occupational Employment 
Statistics (OES) Program

Is a Federal - State Cooperative Program 
which produces employment and wage 
estimates.

Funded by the United States Department 
of Labor (USDOL).

Administered by the USDOL’s  Bureau of 
Labor Statistics (BLS).

Conducted by State Agencies.



Extent of The OES Program 
in California

The OES Unit surveys around 34,000 non-
farm California establishments per year.

In California, the OES Program 
encompasses:

California statewide 
All 58 counties
All 28 Metropolitan Statistical Areas (MSAs)
Five substate Labor Market Areas (LMAs)
One residual Balance of State (BOS) area



Our Goal: Occupational & 
Wage Data

“Occupations” are defined according to the 
hierarchical 6-digit codes of the Standard 
Occupational Classification (SOC) system.

2010 SOC defines 827 detailed occupations –
including Farm and Military occupations.

“Wages” are defined according to 12 OES Wage 
Ranges (A – L) for hourly wages or annual 
salary. 



Drawing the Survey Sample
The OES survey sample is drawn from the 
Quarterly Census of Employment (QCEW) 
– a quarterly count of employment and 
wages reported by employers.

The first panel uses an employment benchmark for 
the month of May.
The second panel uses an employment 
benchmark for the month of November.

The sample is stratified by:
Industry, 
Geographic area, and
Size of Employment.



OES Survey Form – “Page i”
(Blank)



OES Survey Form – “Page 1”
(Example of Occupational Titles)



OES Survey Form – “Supplement Page 1”
(For Occupations Not Found on Form)



Primary Uses of OES Survey 
Data

ESTIMATES of occupations and wages

PROJECTIONS of occupations and 
industries

FOREIGN LABOR CERTIFICATION 
programs



Links: OES Survey Data & 
Additional Information

For the UNITED STATES:
http://www.bls.gov/oes/home.htm

For CALIFORNIA:
http://www.labormarketinfo.edd.ca.gov

http://www.labormarketinfo.edd.ca.gov/


Questions?
Tom Stassi

(916) 262-2279
tom.stassi@edd.ca.gov

Philip Ramos
(916) 262-2406

philip.ramos@edd.ca.gov


	Brief Overview of the OES Program
	Scope of The OES Program
	Occupational Employment Statistics (OES) Program
	Extent of The OES Program in California 
	Our Goal: Occupational & Wage Data
	Drawing the Survey Sample
	OES Survey Form – “Page i” (Blank)
	OES Survey Form – “Page 1” (Example of Occupational Titles)
	OES Survey Form – “Supplement Page 1”    (For Occupations Not Found on Form)
	Primary Uses of OES Survey Data
	Links: OES Survey Data & Additional Information
	Questions?

