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Unemployment Rates:  U.S. and California 
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Unemployment Rates:  State & National Comparisons
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Alternative Measures of Labor Underutilization



Labor Force Participation Rates:  U.S. and California
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California’s Long‐Term Unemployed 



Nonfarm Employment:  United States

24
7

21
9

14
8

33
2

14
2

19
9

17
6

17
2

89
23

8
17

5 20
0

20
3

0

50

100

150

200

250

300

350

400

N
ov
 1
2

De
c 
12

Ja
n 
13

Fe
b 
13

M
ar
 1
3

Ap
r 1

3

M
ay
 1
3

Ju
n 
13

Ju
l 1
3

Au
g 
13

Se
p 
13

O
ct
 1
3

N
ov
 1
3

Th
ou

sa
nd

s o
f J
ob

s

Month‐Over Changes in U.S. Nonfarm Jobs
November 2012 ‐ November 2013
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Nonfarm Employment:  State‐to‐State and National Comparisons
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Economic Recovery After the Great Recession



NONFARMEMPLOYMENT :  CALIFORNIA
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California Private Nonfarm Jobs:  
Four‐Year Trend

November 2013; Seasonally Adjusted Data
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Nonfarm Employment by Industry Sector:  Construction
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California Construction Jobs: 
Three‐Year Trend

November 2013; Seasonally Adjusted Data
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Nonfarm Employment by Industry Sector:  
Trade, Transportation, and Utilities
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California Trade, Transportation, and Utilities 
Jobs: Three‐Year Trend 

November 2013; Seasonally Adjusted Data
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Nonfarm Employment by Industry Sector: 
Professional and Business Services
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California Professional and Business Services 
Jobs: Three‐Year Trend 

November 2013; Seasonally Adjusted Data
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Current Issues:  California Drought Conditions

• Droughts impact different sectors of the economy, regions of the state, 
communities, and individuals differently.  

• In the short-term at least, California’s vast groundwater supplies can be 
tapped to mitigate the effects of drought. 

• Barring unforeseen circumstances, the drought is unlikely to deliver a 
significant blow to on the overall California economy in 2014, although it 
may have a slight dampening effect.  The economic impacts would intensify 
if severe drought extends beyond this year.

• According to the U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis (BEA), California’s 
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) totaled $1.75 trillion in 2012. 

• The gross domestic product of California’s agriculture, forestry, fishing and 
hunting sector totaled $21.4 billion in 2012, accounting for 1.2 percent of 
total GDP. 




